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St Mark’s Vision Day - 2014 

 

Dreaming of the future 

 

“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘we 

hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.” 

 

Martin Luther King Junior had a dream for the future of America. 

 

But what if I put this question to you – “What do you dream that one day St Mark’s South 

Hurstville, will … what?” 

 

Do you have a dream that one day St Mark’s will return to its former glory? 

when the Sunday School was bursting at the seams,  

when there was prestige associated with being in the confirmation class, 

when St Mark’s will again be the community hub of South Hurstville? 

 

 Well, times have changed. 

 The local church is no longer the community hub. 

 The vicar no longer rides around on his bicycle visiting absent members… well maybe 

 The very nature of our society has radically changed 

- Cars and buses make parish boundaries obsolete – because it used to be the 

distance that you could walk in one day. 

- The White Australia policy, which meant our burbs were filled with Anglos is 

thankfully a relic of the past. 

- We now have almost every ethnic group on our door step in this city of Sydney, 

so we can engage in missionary activities by simply walking out our front door. 

- I could go on… 

 

But the point is this – we can not look back to the ‘glory days’ of St Mark’s 

 Because if we try to recreate them, we are bound to fail. 

 Because if we try to relive them, the world will pass us by. 

 

Furthermore, as the saying goes,  

“The definition of insanity is to repeat the same thing over and over and expect a different 

result” 

 

We can not keep doing the same things, over and over and expect a different result. 

 That is, if we follow the same routines, the same patterns, the same programs, 

 And we expect different results – well, … 
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Now, please here me, I’m not saying that we scrap everything that we’re doing. 

 I’m not saying that we need to throw out Jesus, and start following someone else. 

 I’m not saying that the things we are doing are not inherently good things to do. 

 

What I am saying is that we need to re-orientate the way that we think. 

 We need might need re-align, re-energise, re-vitalise our structures and activities. 

 

And so, the starting point really is the vision for St Mark’s. 

 The vision, as in, where do we dream that St Mark’s would be? 

 Where do we dream that St Mark’s would go? 

 If you finished the sentence – “I have a dream for St Mark’s and it is …” what would it be? 

 

So, I want to put before you a dream for St Mark’s, 

I want to share with you a dream for St Mark’s 

 That seeks to speak to the world we live in today, 

 That seeks to engage all members given the vital role that each one of us can play. 

 That excites and enthuses you, as to what we can be, under God. 

 

And the vision that I want to put before you is this:  

 

“The local church connecting to the local community” 
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The local church 

 

The local church – that’s you, that’s me, that’s us (as we meet together). 

 That’s us, as we meet around God’s word, as we pray, as we share the sacrament, 

 We are the community of Christ, seeking to love each other, and love our neighbours. 

 

Now, you might think – yes, local church, heard that a thousand times, that’s nothing new. 

 But there is something that we need to re-prioritise in the local church. 

 We need to re-prioritise that every member is an active participant, 

  That every member serves a vital role in the church (1Cor 12-14). 

 And we need to re-prioritise this because of the producer-consumer mentality. 

 The producer-consumer mentality is part of our everyday life. 

  We, generally are consumers – whether it be at the IGA, or bakery, 

  Although, we probably are producers in some aspect of life 

For example, accountants produce a service that is vital to our society. 

But the problem is that we can all too easily take this producer-consumer attitude to church. 

 That is, I come to church, and I am a consumer. 

 I consume when I get my spiritual input – whatever you might think that is. 

 I consume when I get what I want out of church. 

 And consequentially, church becomes the producer. 

 Church needs to produce what the consumer wants, or church has failed its task. 

 Or more personally, the minister is the producer, who needs to produce what I need. 

 And if the minister doesn’t produce, well, then the consumer goes elsewhere. 

  

We must never buy into this kind of thinking about church. 

We must never turn church into a marketing tool that produces something to be consumed. 

We must never turn church into a ‘Drive-Thru’ service for the spiritual consumer. 

 

No. The paradigm for the church is the complete opposite. 

Each member of the church voluntarily gives of themselves for the sake of others. 

Each member of the church engages in serving those around them, loving those around them. 

We gather as a church, not in order to “get” what we want, but in order to ‘give’ what others need. 

And as we ‘give’ what others need, we then are built up, we then grow in Christ-likeness. 

 

Therefore, when I say ‘local church connecting to the local community’ 

- I don’t mean – just the minister as the producer, nor just the warden, nor just the 

parish council, nor just the … group… 

- I do mean – the local church is all of us, engaged, all of us loving, all of us 

connecting, 

- in whatever capacity, in whatever way God has gifted you, in whatever means 

possible 
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And therefore, my role, as the minister is to train and equip, to facilitate and advice, to participate 

and direct, as we all engage in connecting to the local community. 

 

And therefore, we all need to shift in our thinking. 

 We need to think more like little ‘m’ missionaries, rather than like parochial parishioners. 

 We need to think – when I walk out my door,  

I am engaging in mission for the world is on my door step. 

 

And so that raises questions for us like – how can I act as a missionary in the local community? 

 How do I connect with those around me, and help them connect to church? 

 And maybe then there’s the question –  

I wouldn’t even know how to bring up church in a conversation, so how do you do that? 

 

Now, next year, I’ll be running special training courses to help us to connect with others. 

 For example, “Just start talking” is a simple course to help get the conversation going. 

 Just start talking is a course to help as you chat over the proverbial water cooler at work. 

 

The bottom line, is that we all need to be engaged, as the local church in reaching the local 

community. 

 

And yes, events are good, but it is also relationships that are vital – and I’ll speak on that shortly. 
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Local community 

 

Now, if we are trying to connect to the local community,  

we need to know who the local community is. 

And for those who have lived here, I’m sure you can testify to the way the suburb has changed. 

 

So what does South Hurstville look like today? Who are the people we are connecting to? 

 

Thanks to the wonders of modern technology, the Census, and the Australian Bureau of Statistics, 

all this information is totally accessible. 

 

So I’ve analysed the census information for the areas of South Hurstville, Connells Point and Kyle 

Bay. << Ppt >> 

 

The total combined population of these areas is 8599, with a total number of dwellings of 3151. 

Two initial observations arise from these statistics alone.  

First, if we were to see 10% of this population attending church that would be 859 people.  

That would be 10 times the weekly attendance at St Mark’s.  

This should drive us to prayer  

– that God would indeed work powerfully in the community to bring people to Christ.  

It also gives us a target figure to inspire us  

– what would 800 odd people look like at St Mark’s on a Sunday?  

- How would we accommodate 800 people?  

- How do we even reach 800 people with the great news of Jesus? 

 

Second, and on a more pragmatic level  

– the number of dwellings helps us in our marketing strategy of leafleting letter boxes.  

3000 leaflets would about cover it.  

Having said this, another challenges arise – could we visit 3000 homes,  

to make a personal invitation to church? That’d certainly be a worthy task! 

 

Or to break this number down even further  

– there were just over 30 properties sold this year in South Hurstville alone. 

Could we put together a special welcome to the area pack,   

and personally deliver it to those new residents? 

 

Well that’s just a start, based on the people living in the area! 
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Age Demographics 

 

Moving onto the age demographics, for South Hurstville, Connells Point and Kyle Bay  

– the largest demographics across the board are children (from babies to young workers),  

- the second largest group are parents and home builders.  

 

The ramifications for St Mark’s are quite significant if we are to reach particular age demographics. 

That is, we need to strengthen, re-energise and direct our efforts towards families and children. 

 It is vital that we build a flourishing families and children’s ministry at St Mark’s.  

Of course, this is not to come at the expense of ministry to older workers, retirees and seniors.  

 

So, the next step forward to re-build and re-energise the families and children’s ministry to will be 

to employ a part-time children’s minister, for 2015. 

The part-time children’s minister would work in conjunction with the rector 

  to strengthen links with the St Mark’s pre-school,  

to strengthen the connections with Connells Point Public School,  

to help link connections from Mini-musicians, Story time,  

and potentially re-launching the Friday afternoon kids club.  

With the goal that we would seek to connect families to the 10am service. 

 

To this end, we have applied for a grant from Mother’s union to help us fund this position. 

 God-willing this will help us towards this end. 

 The grant provides for 2 days a week, which is fantastic, 

 But I would like us to be able to match that. 

 I would like for us to be able to employ a children’s minister for 4 days a week. 

Now, the grant that we’ve applied for is a kind of kick-starter grant. 

The grant aims to help kick start a part of church ministry and it is time limited. 

That is the grant only last for two years. 

 

So again, under God, in two years time, if the children’s and families ministries grow, 

We should be able to employ a part-time children’s minister by ourselves. 

 

 

So please – pray about this objective, please talk with me about this plan, 

 Please be excited about the possibilities. 

- I mean, we’ve already seen growth in this area – we now have 15 kids on 

average, every week at Sunday Club! 

- We had a brilliant connection point with the Fete yesterday – people checking 

out information about St Mark’s! 

- The preschool – there is so much potential there! 
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Cultural Background 

 

The predominant cultures are Anglo (Australian/English), Greek and Chinese in our area. 

All of these cultures are traditional cultures that have a strong emphasis on the family,  

and all of these cultures have high levels of morality for the family.  

The implication for reaching these communities is that we share so much in common.  

Our priority on family (both nuclear and extended) in the context of the family of God connects 

with the importance of the family in these cultures.  

Also, there is a similar alignment in morality from these traditional cultures 

That is aligned with the morality that stems from the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Having said that, we need to continue to strive to remove cultural barriers  

We need to remove barriers for those people with differing ethnic backgrounds.  

For example, the term ‘narthex’. 

Narthex is used in the Greek culture to refer to the area of their building for the ‘gentiles’. 

Therefore when a Greek person comes to our church,  

Using the term ‘narthex’can indicate that they are not welcome in the main part of the building. 

 

Similarly for the Chinese – we can all too easily make things ‘Anglo’ and create unintentional 

barriers to Chinese background people.  

For example, the style of teaching often employed in the education institutions of ‘tutorial’ 

interaction – questioning the tutor/teacher can be perceived as rude and inappropriate for those 

coming from a culture with a high respect for authority figures. 

 

Religion 

 

The religious affiliations of the area point to a high level of ‘Christianization’.  

Between 58-76% of people here are ‘religious’ .  

Therefore we can speak the Christian language (e.g. Easter, Christmas, Jesus, God),  

We can speak about Jesus without having to introduce those concepts.  

- Although we may well have to clarify those concepts. 

 

The rise of the ‘non-religious’ (combined to approx. 30% of the population) means that there is 

scope for engaging in evangelism that breaks through the ‘religious/non-religious’ divide.  

There are fantastic courses that specifically seek to engage the ‘non-religious’ lead to an 

engagement with God in a non-threatening manner. 

 

Now, given this brief snapshot into our local community, 

 

The question is – how do we connect from the local church to the local community? 

  



Page 8 of 8 

 

Vision – Action Plan 

 

First of all, above, all else – we need to pray. 

 We need to pray that God would work through us, as Christ’s ambassadors to our area. 

 And we need to start praying for those people connected to us. 

 You should’ve received a bookmark as you came in. 

 The 4321 bookmark – is there for you to stick in your Bible, or the novel you’re reading. 

 And the idea is this. 

 When you take out the bookmark, you pray for the people listed on the bookmark. 

 Pray for – 3 familiar faces, 2 contacts, and 1 person that known only by God. 

 

God will bring people across our paths, and God will provide opportunities for us to chat. 

So, the question is, are we looking, are we prepared to have an answer? 

 

I certainly wasn’t looking for it, when I was letting the plumber into the church…. 

 

 

Second, the next step, communicate. 

 We need to communicate with each other about how we can connect. 

 Maybe we could make better use of events that we run already – like Easter and Christmas. 

 Maybe we could communicate to our friends about Story Time or Mini-Musicians. 

 Maybe there’s something that you’ve always wanted to do to connect,  

but haven’t had the chance. 

 

So let’s communicate, and then let’s plan how we can connect to the local community. 

 

Third, engage. 

 Everyone of us has something to contribute. 

 Everyone has some part to play. 

 Church is not for the ‘professionals’ who run the ‘business’  

 God has given us all different abilities, different gifts, different roles to play, 

  Not only in building up the church – which is so vitally important, 

  But also in connecting to the local community. 

 

So, to finish. 

 Let’s dream big about ‘the local church connecting to the local community’ 

 Let’s, together, figure out how we can pray, communicate and engage. 

 

And so I’ll lead us in pray, before we have time for questions and answers. 


